
 

 

 

Meeting Minutes: 

Cross Party Group Title: Cross Party Group on Animal Welfare 

Date of Meeting: 12/07/2022 

Location: Zoom 
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 Carolyn Thomas MS  

 

 

 Chair and Member of the Senedd for North Wales 

 Mike Hedges MS 

 

 Member of the Senedd for Swansea East 

 

 

 Dan Rose 

 

 Staff of Carolyn Thomas MS  

 

 Yasmin Zahra 

 

 Staff of Luke Fletcher MS 

 

 

 Stephanie Grimshaw  Staff of David Rees MS  

 

 

 Andy Dunbobbin  Police and Crime Commissioner for North Wales 

 Will Morton  League Against Cruel Sports 

 

 Billie-Jade Thomas  League Against Cruel Sports 

 

 Jessamy Korotoga  Animal Aid 

 Fiona Pereira  Animal Aid 

 Rob Simkins  Dogs Trust 

 Scott Fryer  Battersea 

 Vanessa Waddon  Hope Rescue 

 Natalie Harney 

 

 Naturewatch Foundation 

 

 Malcolm Eames  Greyhound Rescue Wales 
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 Teresa Amory 

 

 Gower Bird Hospital 

 Ruth Tingay  Wild Justice  

 

 Jes Hooper  Badger Trust 

 Rachel Sharp  Wildlife Trust Wales 

  

Apologies:  

Name: Title:  

 Luke Fletcher MS 

 

 Member of the Senedd for South Wales West 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

Summary of Meeting:  

 

1. Welcome and introductions 

 

Carolyn Thomas (CT) welcomes all to the meeting and gives a brief overview of relevant developments 

since the group met last. Notes the 200th anniversary of Martin’s Act (the first piece of animal welfare 

legislation to be applied to the UK) and the effects of avian flu on birds in Wales while voicing her support 

for the RSPCA’s Pets as Prizes campaign. 

 

CT requests that attendees take a look at the list of priorities that was sent around following the inaugural 

meeting and get in touch with her/her team with any further suggestions and/or amendments. Minutes 

from the previous meeting are confirmed and seconded by Dan Rose (DR). The draft Terms of Reference 

are agreed with no objections. Will Morton (WM) suggests meeting more frequently than quarterly. 

 

2. Animal Aid’s game birds’ investigation 

 

Fiona Pereira (FP) delivers a presentation on game birds and Animal Aid’s latest investigation of Bettws 

Hall. Provides an overview of the key statistics and the associated welfare issues, including the maceration 

of unwanted chicks. States that cages provide the shooting industry with a cost-effective method of 

keeping birds and is where factory farming meets blood sports. Describes how the birds experience 

extreme feather loss because of being kept in the cages and how saddles are worn to prevent mating 

injuries. Explains that the birds are semi-wild and therefore never lose their wild status.  

 

Images show birds wearing beak shrouds as well as injured birds, with one clearly dying and in distress. 

This shows that the standards set by APHA (Animal and Plant Health Agency), and trading standards not 

being adhered to correctly.  

 

Images are then shown of an investigation into Park Farm (Flintshire) where birds are being kept in metal 

cages during spells of warm weather, despite the relevant Code of Practice (COP) advising that the birds 
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should not be kept in extreme temperatures. The COP also states that barren cages should not be used 

but the investigation has found that they still are.  

 

More dead birds can be seen in the images. FP explains how the flooring used in these cages can cause 

serious foot problems for the birds. Reiterates that taxpayers’ money is being used to support the game 

bird industry, with many establishments having received financial support during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Questions whether there is an appetite for a separate sub-group on game birds among those present. DR 

questions whether local authorities could play a role in protecting the welfare of game birds. FP explains 

that the breeding of game birds is currently unregulated, which makes it difficult for local authorities to 

inspect these premises. 

 

Rachel Sharp (RS) notes Wales Wildlife Trust’s report on the release of game birds and the impact they can 

have on surrounding areas and other species. Notes concerns around avian flu and how carcasses on 

game farms could potentially aid in the spread in the disease. FP agrees that bird carcasses being left out 

in the open for long periods of time are a concern.  

 

Andy Dunbobbin (AD) raises the independent review into hunting in North Wales, which is now live. 

Questions whether a similar approach could be taken in relation to game birds. FP mentions Defra’s 

previous review into breeding cages, but states that it did not consider how many birds had died as a 

result of being kept in them.  

 

WM raises Natural Resources Wales’ consultation on regulating the release of game birds in Wales, which 

is live until the 22nd of August. CT requests that parties interested in being part of a separate sub-group on 

game birds contact WM. 

 

3. Greyhound racing  

 

Vanessa Waddon (VW) gives an overview of the evidence sessions that have been held by the Petitions 

Committee since the group’s last meeting – one with rescue organisations (Hope Rescue, Greyhound 

Rescue Wales and Almost Home) and another with the industry/the Greyhound Board of Great Britain 

(GBGB).  

 

Raises recent mentions of greyhound racing in the Senedd, with many Members voicing their concerns for 

the welfare of greyhounds in Wales as well as their support for a ban. Meanwhile Natasha Asghar MS 

recently called for GBGB to regulate the track in Ystrad Mynach due to concerns that a ban could push the 

sport underground. VW explains that this would not be possible due to the infrastructure that is needed 

for greyhound racing. 

 

Explains that Caerphilly Country Borough Council (CCBC) have now conducted six of the eight planned 

reviews at the track. There were concerns that the remaining reviews would not happen following such 

suggestions by CCBC, but it has now been confirmed that the final two reviews will be going ahead as 

planned.  

 

Notes that there is a debate on greyhound racing upcoming in the Senedd following Hope Rescue’s 

petition which reached 35k+ signatures, making it one of the most successful in the Senedd’s history. 

Lesley Griffiths MS/the Minister for Rural Affairs and North Wales, and Trefnydd has not received a reply to 

the letter she has sent Dave Barclay (owner of Valley Greyhounds). The Animal Welfare Network for Wales’ 

Greyhound Working Group has not received a response to theirs either. 

 

Available records show that the track has still not been sold, despite rumours that it had been. There is still 

no veterinary presence at the track, with no data coming from there in terms of injuries/deaths. There are 

serious concerns over the lack of welfare oversight at the track and there are also doubts that the 

voluntary Code of Practice is being followed as it should be.  
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While improvements have apparently been made to the track, a video showing an injured greyhound 

materialised online just a few days after the improvements were supposedly made. CT asks why CCBC are 

not conducting more investigations. VW explains that the investigations are not statutory as there is no 

licencing in place. VW will let the group know ahead of the debate how they can best support. 

 

4. Overview of priorities  

 

WM gives an overview of the priorities that have been raised by members of the group so far. These 

include but are not limited to: greyhound racing, caged breeding, snaring, the seven principles for ethical 

wildlife control, rat persecution, the Internal Markets Act, the regulation of rescue/rehoming centres, 

microchipping for both dogs and cats, improving dog breeding regulations, support for pet owners on 

low-incomes, CCTV in abattoirs and recognising animal sentience in Welsh law. WM will add avian flu to 

the list of priorities, as well as the regulation of canine fertility clinics. 

 

Natalie Harney (NH) gives an overview of Naturewatch’s concerns relating to canine fertility clinics. These 

establishments often see unqualified staff offer medical procedures that should only be carried out by 

qualified personnel/veterinarians. These clinics also have links to the raw food sector and criminal 

activities. Notes that many these establishments have opened their doors in the last few years to meet the 

ongoing demand for puppies. Asks for the group to consider whether a sub-group could be set up to look 

at the regulation of these clinics in Wales. 

 

Due to the large number of varied priorities the group is being asked to consider, Billie-Jade Thomas (BJT) 

suggests setting up sub-groups/’categories’ so that similar priorities can be grouped together and looked 

at by those with the relevant expertise. Raises the Welsh Government’s working groups that are already 

looking at certain issues, such as Animal Welfare Establishments and animal exhibits. Asks for this be taken 

into consideration to avoid any duplicate working.  

 

WM calls for member to contact him with any additional priorities that may have been missed. 

 

Next meeting date: TBC (likely to be September/October)  

 

Actions: 

 

- All to let CT/WM know if anything needs to be added/amended in terms of the current list of 

priorities 

- Members with an interest in setting up a sub-group on game birds to contact WM 

- VW to let the group know how they can support ahead of the debate on banning greyhound 

racing in the Senedd 

- WM to add avian flu and canine fertility clinics to the current list of priorities 

- All to consider whether they would like to engage in a sub-group on canine fertility clinics 

- CT/DR/WM/BJT to consider how best to set up sub-groups/categories 

 

 

 

 

 


